
Land Protection
in the Black Earth Creek Watershed
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Who is Groundswell Conservancy?
We protect special places,
forever.

• 42-year-old nonprofit (1983)

• Accredited land trust

• +14,000 acres in 9 counties

• +1,200 acres in BEC valley since 2001

• 18 projects in BEC valley since 2001

• 4 more in our pipeline
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How does Groundswell protect land?

Buy land – Fee acquisition Buy rights – Conservation 
easement

Original owner disposes property interest Original owner maintains property interest

Groundswell owns all rights to the land Groundswell restricts some rights

Groundswell usually transfers ownership to 
another entity

Groundswell maintains stewardship 
responsibility

Largely dependent on local appetite for conservation!



Federal

State

County

Local

Sources of 
acquisition 
funding

Groundswell staff salaries are almost 
entirely funded by individual donations!



Inquiry Negotiation & 
Due Diligence Closing
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