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A Stream Once Again Flows Freely,
Now with a Community Trail at Its Side
Christopher Long, BECWA Board Member
With spring’s welcome arrival, the retreat of snow and
ice from the lower Black Earth Creek valley has revealed
the dynamic beauty of the latest phase of streambank
restoration work at Mazomanie as well as the first mile
of the Wolf Run Recreational Trail completed as winter
closed in.

The new Wolf Run Trail bridge at the Crescent Street
trailhead in the village marks the downstream end of
the latest stream restoration project. The initial 1.2-mile
stretch of trail from downtown to the southeast corner of
the Wolf family farm in the Town of Mazomanie is now
open to walking, jogging, biking, cross-country skiing,
snowmobiling, and also provides access for anglers and
For the first time in more than a century, Black Earth Creek educators to the creek. WRA is seeking additional PARC
once again flows freely from its headwaters in the City and WDNR grant money to fund completion of the
of Middleton through rich agricultural lands and prairie second phase of the trail’s construction, to the Wisconsin
remnants to Blue Mounds
Heights Middle and High
Creek near its confluence with
School (WHHS) campus,
the Wisconsin River.
planned for this fall.
Wolf Run Association (WRA),
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is the
lead organization in this
comprehensive, $1 million effort
to improve the Lower Black
Earth Creek area, beginning
with decommissioning of the
old dam in 2012. This multiyear
effort, by a partnership of both
public and private stakeholders,
includes Black Earth Creek,
Wolf Run Trail, and Lake Marion, the former village mill
pond. The Village and Town of Mazomanie and Wolf
family are also key local partners.

Construction of the Wolf
Run link of the planned
18-mile regional trail from
Mazomanie to Middleton
has stirred local interest in
building the next stretch,
from WHHS to the Village of
Black Earth. The Wisconsin
Heights School District
strongly supports the trail
as a safe off-highway route
to the schools; WHSD Superintendent Mark Elworthy
recently hosted a meeting of potential stakeholders to
gauge interest in extending the trail. The group agreed
to meet again in the near future with landowners in the
Mazomanie officials are proceeding with planning for stream corridor to discuss a potential trail route as well as
the restoration of 18-acre Lake Marion. A Dane County design and trail usage considerations.
PARC grant of $125,000 is earmarked for the project.
The village board recently agreed to seek proposals for Christopher Long is manager for both the Wolf Run Trail and
a new groundwater well to supply the manmade lake Lake Marion projects.
and also for geotechnical exploration to determine the
location and condition of the underlying clay liner.
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Become a BECWA member or renew your membership
Send your check with name, address and email to:
David Lucey, 7952 County Highway K,Cross Plains, WI 53528

Lifetime Member - $100 Business - $50 Watershed Patron - $35
Household - $25 Basic - $15

For the wise management of the land
and water resources in the Black Earth
Creek Watershed.

BECWA Goals
- To protect, conserve, support and advocate for
the wise, long term managment of the physical,
biological, environmental, cultural and historical
resources that constitute the heritage and future
of the watershed.
- To foster and encourage citizen and locallybased stewardship among the many members of
the Watershed community.
- To provide a forum for civilized discussion of
issues and problems in the Watershed.
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BECWA Board Member
Debra Weitzel
Debra Weitzel was a science teacher at
Middleton High School for 34 years, now
retired since 2011. Deb taught environmental
studies and chemistry. She encouraged
students from both classes to come to Cross
Plains for the annual cleanup of Black Earth
Creek. Her environmental studies students
conducted water quality tests of BEC and
observed Scot Stewart and his team in their
mark and recapture trout population survey
each spring. Her classes also monitored
Pheasant Branch Creek as Dane County Water Action Volunteers.
She is vice president of the Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy
and acts as the education committee chairperson. Deb also acts as a
naturalist educator for field trips to Pope Farm Park and the Pheasant
Branch Conservancy. She is a member, representing environmental
educators on the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board. Deb
is also a grant reviewer for WEEB.

Deb Nemeth - Newsletter Design
Barbara Borns - Newsletter Editor
BECWA QUIZ
Are these statements about the New Zealand Mud
Snail (NZMS) True or False?
1. The NZMS is an invasive species that has appeared
in streams and lakes in the western and eastern US, but
has not yet been observed in Wisconsin.
2. The NZMS has no natural parasites or predators in
the United States, but its densities are controlled by
parasites in New Zealand.
3. The NZMS cannot survive out of water, and
therefore, they cannot be inadvertently spread among
streams by hitch hiking on wading gear.
4. The NZMS presents no risk to fish populations in
streams where it has invaded.
5. NZMSs can pass through the digestive systems of
birds and fish without being killed.

Events in the Watershed
APRIL 19 - BECWA & TU Spring Creek CleanUp
9 AM Salmo Pond
River Alliance will do a brief Presentation on NZMS

APRIL 26 - Volunteer Opportunity Day

NZMS Education at 1 PM Festge Park
hosted by
River Alliance/Dane County/DNR &Village of Cross Plains
To volunteer: Contact Joanne Jacobson
Jjacobson@wisconsinrivers.org

MAY 3 - Trout Days in Cross Plains
BECWA presents Bobbi Peckarsky and
		 Bugs by the Creek

1PM Meet behind the Ice Age Trails building

1-False, 2-True, 3-False, 4-False, 5-True

Festge Park/Salmo Pond Happenings

S

Dave Lucey, BECWA Board Member

ince the last newsletter, much has been happening at Festge County Park and Salmo Pond. At Salmo, four new
fishing platforms, built by Operation Fresh Start’s construction crew have been completed and are ready for use by
the wheelchair bound. Three platforms will provide access to Black Earth Creek for the first time and one will serve
those wishing to fish the west end of Salmo Pond. Over three hundred yards of BE Creek stream bank and Salmo
Pond shoreline have been cleared of invasives (see picture) by local volunteers, with help from OFS’s conservation
crew. A new parking lot and water retention pond are planned projects for this year.
Work at Festge Park has shifted to the north along Scherbel Road. Local volunteers connected with Friends of
Festge, and others, have cut invasives from over 10 more acres of the Park, opening a visual path from Hwy 14 to
Scherbel Road, at the top of the hill. A carriage road, dating to middle 1800’s, is now clearly visible from Hwy 14.
Thousands of invasives have been cut throughout the winter, with work continuing on many below zero days. Those
days were warmed by burn piles created and fed by OFS students
and park supporters. Native grasses and flowers will be planted
in the newly cleared areas.
Operation Fresh Start is a program for at-risk students from the
Madison School District who desire to gain a GED, or better,
degree and develop employability skills. A Madison contruction
company (Findorff) and a landscaping business have agreed to
hire graduates of the course who develop the basic skills they
desire in workers. Work performed by OFS students greatly
improved the usage and appeal of Festge Park/Salmo Pond.
Photo: John Heinrichs

Along the Ice Age Trail
Ice Age Trail Earns National Recognition - Mike Wollmer, Executive Director

T

he Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA) has achieved land trust accreditation from the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance. Achieving accreditation demonstrates that,
as a land trust, the IATA is committed to meeting national standards for excellence, ensuring that our conservation
efforts are permanent, and upholding the public trust. Accreditation was recognized as a key opportunity to strengthen
the organization. As an accredited land trust, the IATA has earned a new level of credibility with current and future
donors, partners and supporters.
Throughout Wisconsin, the IATA builds and maintains the Ice Age National
Scenic Trail, a thousand-mile footpath tracing Ice Age formations across
Wisconsin. Volunteer projects in 2014 will expand hiking opportunities
from Dane County to Polk County to Door County. The IATA Mobile
Skills Crew program will be working nearby at Gibraltar Rock in Columbia
County from April 24-27 and at Springfield Hill along Highway 12 in Dane
County from October 22-26. More information about upcoming volunteer
opportunities is available at www.iceagetrail.org.
Table Bluff Segment - Dane County

Photo: Gai Piotrowski

A

s was reported in the Fall 2013 BECWA Newsletter
by Kurt Welke (Dane County Fisheries Manager for
the WI DNR) a new channel was constructed through
Zander Park in Cross Plains from the footbridge across
from the Ice Age Trail Headquarters downstream to the
hardware store. About 50 years ago this section of stream
was channelized (straightened) all the way upstream to
Hwy P to prevent flooding of the railroad tracks and
Lagoon Street. The new channel was completed in June
2013, the old channel was abandoned and engineered for
storm water control. The fish in the abandoned section
were “rescued” by WI DNR biologists and placed in the
new channel.
Re-meandering the stream created a more natural channel
shape, re-sloped the stream banks for better assimilation
of flood waters and increased the diversity and quality of
habitats for the plants and animals that live in the stream.
Kurt Welke reported that by July, fish in the reconstructed
channel were already at the desired levels for high quality
streams in the driftless area of Wisconsin (340 fish per
mile).
This is good news indeed for anglers, nature-lovers and
friends of Black Earth Creek. While fish surveys are
ongoing (next one scheduled for late March 2014), it is
also important to monitor the recolonization of the remeandered section by invertebrates that are important
food for trout. In September 2013, three months after
the new channel was opened, two undergraduate students
at UW Madison (Jay Osvatic and Erin Weinkauf, also
mentored by graduate student Kara Cromwell) took
quantitative samples of the invertebrates and did visual
counts of the amount of algae covering the stream
bottom, which is used as food by invertebrates.
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Samples in the new stream channel were compared to two
adjacent sections of stream upstream and downstream
of the restored channel (see aerial photo and map). The
upstream section remains channelized (straightened)
except for a few “squiggles” added over the years to
improve fish habitat. This site has similar conditions to the
abandoned site, which is visible on the aerial photograph

meander Project Update

ECWA Board Member

Channelized site

-Meander Project

Recovery of invertebrates was much faster than expected
and we will continue to monitor their recolonization
until the abundance in the new channel reaches levels
of the natural meanders. Recolonization of algae in the
new channel is lagging behind that of invertebrates (see
Graph 3), which we will also continue to monitor.
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Detailed analyses of the invertebrate and algae data provide
more good news for anglers, nature lovers and friends of
Black Earth Creek. Even though invertebrates had only
3 months to colonize the new channel, their abundance
(Graph 1) was actually higher in the reconstructed channel
(orange symbols) than in the upstream straight section of
stream (red symbols). However, the abundance was not
as high as in the naturally meandering section of stream
(green symbols). Even more encouraging, the numbers of
different kinds of invertebrates (diversity – Graph 2) did
not differ between any of the three sections of streams,
which were all dominated by highly mobile crustaceans
(scuds) that can move within the stream, and mayfly
larvae (blue winged olives) that can drift or swim within
the stream and have winged adults that can lay eggs in the
newly constructed channel.
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where the map of the reconstructed meanders (blue line)
is superimposed. The downstream section was never
channelized and has a naturally meandering shape, which
serves as a reference for the conditions targeted for the
reconstructed section of stream (see photos above the
map).
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New Zealand Mudsnail
What is a New Zealand mudsnail?
The New Zealand mudsnail is a harmful invasive
species that inhabits a wide range of aquatic environments. They are tiny at about 1/8 inch long and
have elongated shells ranging from gray to light or
dark brown, usually with 5-6 whorls. The shell
opening is on the right side when the narrow end is
pointed up and the opening faces the observer.
Outside of their native
range, they reproduce
asexually (as clones). This
means that only one snail
is needed to start a new
population.

Why are they a problem?

Credit: USFWS

In some places, mudsnail densities have reached
over 500,000 individuals per square meter. They
compete for food and space occupied by native
snails and other macroinvertebrates. Studies done
in western states indicate they can alter stream
food webs, impacting fisheries and native invertebrate populations. New Zealand mudsnails are easily transported and harder to kill than many invasives we have dealt with in the past. By closing the

operculum (a trap door-like structure) over their
shell opening, they can survive in cool, damp environments for up to 26 days and survive exposure to
toxins like bleach, ammonia and alcohol.

Where are they found?
Originally from New Zealand, mudsnails were first
identified in the U.S. in Idaho in the late 1980s. In
the fall of 2013, the New Zealand mudsnail was discovered in DNR macroinvertebrate samples collected from Black Earth Creek in western Dane County
in 2012, belonging to “Clone 1” from western
states. The only other populations in the region are
“Clone 2” and have not been expanding, found in
Lake Superior’s Duluth-Superior Harbor and Lake
Michigan’s Waukegan Harbor. The extent of New
Zealand mudsnail
invasion in Wisconsin is currently unknown, but the
department is performing surveys to
define the distribution of New Zealand mudsnails in
Wisconsin.
Credit: Paul Skawinski

For additional information, visit dnr.wi.gov and search for “New Zealand mudsnail”
Susan Graham
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources
susan.graham@wisconsin.gov
(608) 275-3329

Credit: NPS

WY-009

What can you do?
Most Wisconsin waters do not have invasive species. To keep Wisconsin’s waters
and fisheries healthy for the next generation, it is important to follow prevention
steps every time you leave the water. By leading with your example and sharing
the word, YOU can make a difference to protect Wisconsin streams!
Several effective methods to prevent their spread have been identified. The following guidelines work for
both boating and wading equipment.
BEFORE leaving a waterbody:
INSPECT equipment and REMOVE attached plants and animals (required by law)
DRAIN all water from equipment (required by law)
SCRUB equipment with a stiff brush, including crevices, to remove all mud and snails.
RINSE equipment with tap water to remove juveniles. Consider keeping a water jug or
spray bottle in your car.
BEFORE entering another waterbody, switch to a completely different set of gear OR do one
of the following disinfection steps:
FREEZE for 8 hours, or
WASH with 212°F water (steam clean), or
SOAK in 120°F water for several minutes, or
SOAK in 2% Virkon solution (2.7 ounces per gallon) for 20 minutes **
Please do NOT use felt soled boots. They have
been proven to harbor more invasive species and to
be harder to clean. You can also reduce the spread
by fishing from upstream to downstream.

Credit: Larry Roberts/Post-Gazette

** After soaking - rinse - but not near a body of water.

Watch this Clean Angling Video from the River
Alliance of Wisconsin for step-by-step instructions on cleaning your gear:
http://tinyurl.com/ly6xax6
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c/o Greg Hyer
4296 County P
Cross Plains, Wi 53528

Major Projects Ahead for Cross Plains

J

erry Gray, Director of Public Works for the Village of Cross Plains, described what’s ahead for Cross Plains in a recent
conversation with Dan Buckland from the BECWA Board. There are 3 major projects planned over the next three years.

The first project involves squaring County Hwy P and State Route 14. The DOT will pick up the cost of the new roadway and
new bridge over the Black Earth Creek. The new bridge will increase pedestrian safety, providing a sidewalk connected to the
walking trail in Zander Nature Park and the sidewalk on Bourbon Road. Significant engineering will take place to protect the
creek during and after construction. Road construction will begin July 1, 2014 with a completion date in late September 2014.
The next project is to rebuild and extend “Lagoon Street.” To begin this project, two houses will be demolished and several trees
will be removed. Meig’s Resale Shop in Black Earth will salvage some materials. Most of the overhead utilities will be buried, and
more storm water from a stretch of Highway 14 and Lagoon Street will be captured and held in the former creek bed. A walking
path is included in the final plans, and new high-efficiency lighting may be added after a year. Construction will begin June 15,
2014 with a completion date of mid-September 2014.
The third project, which is the biggest, includes a total rebuild of Main Street (Highway 14) through the entire stretch of the
Village. Work may begin as early as March 1, 2015. Water and sewer lines under Main Street will be replaced. Most overhead
utilities will be buried, with new light poles and high-efficiency lighting. Sidewalks will be replaced and better-defined crosswalks
will be added. The roadway will be redesigned to accommodate a shared center lane, which will create limited on-street parking.
Following a break during the winter, work will resume in spring of 2016 with a focus on finishing touches and landscaping.
Following construction, mechanical sediment removal devices will handle much of Main Street’s storm water and will also
handle the thermal aspect of the runoff.

